JUDY WHITE

‘This is my story’

I come from Fife originally where I was brought up and educated. I trained as a nurse and held a variety of positions as staff nurse, sister and teacher. Up until 1991 I was happy with my life and appeared to have everything that I wanted but 1 just felt there had to be more to it.

I thought about exploring Buddhism and other Spiritual philosophies. However while studying for further teaching qualifications at Jordanhill College in Glasgow I met someone who was into religion - he used to read his Bible nightly and go to Church occasionally.

We became friends and a full relationship developed. We both tried to attend church as regularly as possible. It was while listening to those sermons that God steadily spoke to me and began to change my attitudes. I started to read the Bible occasionally but much of it seemed very dry and of no relevance to my life, however the book of Proverbs spoke to me as many of the sayings were so apt. 

I realised from reading the Bible and the sermons that I had turned my back on God choosing to go my own way, but I took no action. Problems developed within my relationship and I failed exams for no apparent reason.

Travelling back from Glasgow on the M8 one evening I realised I had everything the wrong way round. Instead of living my life my way and trying to fit God in when I had the time I should place God at the forefront of my life then everything else would fall into place around Him. With the Pastor’s help the next Sunday I prayed and asked Jesus to forgive my past and to come into my life. Trusting in God in this way brought me such love, joy and inner peace - a richness that I had not known before. This is where my story became His story.

His story

About 6 weeks later, as an army medical reservist, my unit was called up at the start of the Gulf war to set up a hospital outside Riyhad, Saudi Arabia. This took me away from friends, family, job etc. and gave me the opportunity to reflect on my life, to see how far I had fallen from the fresh faced, bright, enthusiastic school leaver to a careworn, anxiety ridden but outwardly successful thirty something.

However throughout this time ​overseas I was aware of being enveloped by God’s love, I was conscious of his complete forgiveness and that no matter what happened God would take care of me. He did. I came home safely, completed my teaching course, returned to church and subsequently baptised and came into ​church membership.

This of course w-as just the start of my journey with God. At first it was very difficult, many changes needed to take place in the way I lived my life, my attitudes and behaviour but God is faithful, gentle and gracious and he led me each step of the way.

He did this by ... the provision of Godly friends who showed His love by their example

Bible study in the shape of The Navigators 2:7 discipleship course, opportunities for service which developed gifts.

The opportunities for service have utilised my past experience both personal and work related. The areas of service have increased or changed in nature as I grew as a Christian. It was this extensive involvement that made me realise I needed to know God more and learn how to apply biblical principles to contemporary life. The best way to achieve this seemed to be by attending Bible college. The journey continued at Glasgow Bible College and I graduated this summer.

The pace of journeys varies, sometimes moving fast and at other times more slowly. All journeys require periods of rest and refreshment too. I have found, so far, that the Lord has gone ahead of me to prepare the way and provided abundantly for all my needs. As I commence a new stage of my journey in ministry here at the Chapel I look forward in anticipation at what the Lord has in store for us as we travel together.

[For further details, see ‘Judy White’ under Home Mission on the CD.]
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